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in thek faces. The blizzard blew, moreover, at right-angles to
their course and 5 miles of this torment exhausted them. As they
went on they became frostbitten and the tips of thek fingers were
as hard and devoid of sensation as wood. When 50 miles from
the security of the station the party was threatened with the destruc-
tion of thek tent. They hourly expected it would be torn to rib-
bons by the terrific force of the wind; and had this happened then
there would have been little hope for the whole party. The tent
lasted until they were within 15 miles of Aladdin's Cave, on the
return journey, and then an 8o-niile-an-hour hurricane split the
material from top to bottom. It was hopelessly ruined and the
men had to reach the cave or perish. Fortunately the wind fell to
35 m.p.L and they arrived at the cave in safety, though worn out
and frostbitten.1
No sledging could be attempted in October as the wind average
for the month was 56-9 m.p.h. A few enterprising seals adven-
tured out of the water but they soon returned to thek more con-
genial element. The Aurora was due in January, 1913, to embark
the Cape Denison Party for home. It was necessary, therefore,
to start sledging in November if journeys of any considerable length
were to be made. With the conditions so adverse it was evident
that progress in the field would be slower than in the other parts
of Antarctica hitherto visited. There were two main problems to
be solved, the one geographical and the other magnetic; and
detailed scientific researches were also to be carried out by all the
sledge-parties as well as by the staff at the station. Magnetic
observations in the Magnetic Polar Area and along its approaches
from the north were of prime importance. To carry out this and
other work the following parties left Cape Denison in November,
1912. They are mentioned in the order in which we shall deal
with them:
1 Sir Douglas Mawson writes: " You refer to the tent used by Madigan's
Party. In properly assessing the effect of these hurricane winds upon the
Antarctic tents, you should realize that the light drill tents used by Scott and
Shackleton in the Ross Sea region would not last any time in an Adelie hurri-
cane* We had taken south with us some of the drill tents as used by Scott and
Shackleton, but had also taken the precaution to include in our equipment a
number made of japara sail cloth of enormously greater strength and heavier,
weight. These were the tents used in Adelie Land. Even japara sail cloth
made up in the same pattern as the Scott-Shackleton tents would not last long
in such winds. By dint of necessity, we finally devised an improved type for
use under very windy conditions."